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Federal and State AgenciesCoor dinate Planning

Background and
Purpose

for Prineville Reservoir

The U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (Reclama:
tion) and the Oregon Parks & Recreation
Department (OPRD) are coordinating efforts
to update the Resource Management Plan
(RMP) and develop anew Master Plan for
Prineville Resarvoir.  Reclamation will take
thelead onthe RMP, and OPRD will belead-
ing the Magter Flanning effort. The planswill
be combined into one document and are re-
ferred to as the RMP/MP in this newsbrief.
The Prineville Reservoir is formed by Bow-
man Dam, which was built in 1958 through
1961 as part of Reclamation’s Crooked River
Project. It was authorized by Congress for
irrigation storage, flood control, recregtion,
and fish and wildlife management. Hometo
Prineville State Park, the reservair is one of
Central Oregon’s most popular recregtional
lakes. It is dso prized for the high quaity
aquatic and upland habitat afforded for fish
and wildlife and va uable scenic resources.

Resource planning a Prineville began over a
decade ago, culminating in the current RMP,
adopted by Reclamationin 1992. TheRMP
has served as the blueprint for the manage-
ment of reclamations lands and resources at

Prineville Reservoir.  The Magter Plan will
serve as the blueprint for future recrestiona
use and facilities. The 1992 RMP was in-
tended to cover the 10-year management
timeframe now drawingtoaclose. Sincethe
preparation of the 1992 RMP, the reservoir
and adjacent |ands have becomeincreasingly
important recrestion Stes, with increasing de-
mand and use largely attributed to growing
populations in Central Oregon and the
Willamette Vdley. The RMP needs to be
updated to effectively respond to changing
conditions. A planfor thefutureuseand man-
agement of Prineville Reservoir State Park
will be developed in apardld process spon-
sored by OPRD. Some of the issues identi-
fied to date that will be addressed include
balancing recreation use and natural resource
protection, number and types of recreation
facilities to provide, resource management
objectives, providing for public hedth and
safety, and management of off-road vehicle
use.

The RMP/MP Update process will take ap-
proximately 2 years and is scheduled for
completion in early 2003. This amount of

Vidt us on the World Wide Web - fallow the links to Prinville RMPIMP

WWW.pn.usbr.gov
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Background and
Pur pose (continued)

time is needed s0 that dl stakeholders, in-
cluding the generd public, have ample op-
portunity to expresstheir interests, concerns,
and viewpoints, and to provide comments as
the plans develop. This schedule dso in-
cludestimeto develop dternaivesand evalu-
ate their impacts through the preparation of
an Environmental Assessment (EA) as re-
quired by the Nationa Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA).

The 1992 PrinevilleRMPwill serveasadart-
ing point for conducting the planning process.
It is Reclamation’s intention to both: (1) re-
main aware of and learn fromthe 1992 RMP
(i.e., what has worked and what has not
worked; what is dtill relevant and what is no
longer applicable); and (2) look at the issues
and problemsat thereservoir with afresh per-
spective.  New data being collected by
OPRD and Reclamation on such issues as
vegetation cover, habitat, recreation use and
demand, cultural resources, etc. will be used
to update the basdline planning assumptions.

Theupdated RMPwill be Reclamation’ sblue-
print for the future use, management, and site
development of the reservoir over the next
10 years. It will confirm exiding or identify
new goals and objectives for resource man-
agement, specify desired land and resource
use patterns, and explain the policiesand ac-
tionsthat will beimplemented during the next
ten-year time period. The RMP and Master
Panwill identify future recreation demand and
needs, and determine the most appropriate
recreation uses based on the suitability of the
land to accommodate different uses. They
will aso recommend goasand objectivesfor
the future uses and development of park fa
clities

Key Planning Issues
| dentified to Date

Based on current and ongoing conditions at
the reservoir, Reclamation and OPRD have
identified some issues that need to be ad-
dressed by theplans. Diaog with stakehold-
ers and the generd public will no doubt re-
ved more issues in the early phases of the
planning effort.

Theissuesidentified to date, listed in no par-
ticular order, are asfollows:

* Law enforcement and public safety services

Development of new recreation facilities

Protection of natura resources

Boat traller parking

Accesshility

Fish and wildlife habitat and enhancement

needs

* Availahility of services such as potable
water

* Hedth and sanitation needs

* Education and interpretation

* Robet's Bay - baancing use levels and
resource protection

 Access roads and changing use patterns

* North Side Road - bdancing uselevelsand
wildlife concerns

* South Shore needs- potablewater, waste,
electrica

* Grazing management

* Juniper management

* Off-road vehicle (ORV) management

* Cultura resource protection and education

Reservoir fishery protection

Water quality

Invasive and noxious weed control

Fire management

Cryptobiotic (rare/unique) soil protection

Signage - regulatory, informationa, and

interpretive

Please use the attached Mail-In Response
Form on pages 5 and 6 of this Newsbrief to
comment on, add to, and prioritize this
preliminary list as desred.
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Planning Process
Scheduleand

Workplan

Asshown inthediagram below, thefirs stage
of the process isto identify key issuesto be
addressed by the RMP/MP plans and EA.
In tandem with thistask isan inventory and
evauation of the areal s resources and exigt-
ing conditions. Future phaseswill include an
opportunitiesand condraintsanalys's, formu-
lation of gods and objectives, development
of plans, palicies, and guidelines; and prepa:
ration of draft and find documentsfor public
and agency review.

Beginning in thefdl of 2001, the planning f-
fort will turnto ng dternaive manage-
ment gpproaches, developing Srategiesaimed
a addressing identified issues, and achieving
the gods and objectives of the plan. Ulti-

Schedule and Workplan

2001

meately, a proposed plan will evolve from the
efforts of the Planning Team and from input
by stakeholdersand the generd public through
the Public Involvement Program. Thefind up-
dated RMP and the Master Plan aretargeted
for completion by early 2003.

2003

B B-1{----- Public Meetings’Workshops --ll
R------ % w------ 98- --- 9&--- Ad Hoc Work Group Meetings -- & ----- K
--------------------------------------- Internet information on Website -==q-======-======-======—f-=-=—————-———-pp
1
Issues Draft MP Draft RMP Final RMP
Identification &
Master Plan
L A A
| Resource Inventory & Evaluation |
| Opportunities & Constraints Analysis |
|
| Problem Statement |
| Goals and Objectives |
| Alternatives Development |
A 4 A 4 A 4
Final Environmental
Purpose Affected Environment Impact Assessment & Draft Environmental Assessment Assessment & NEPA
& Need Mitigation Analysis Decision
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Public
| nvolvement
Program

Tointegrate the broad spectrum of publicin-
terestsinvolvedin planning for Prineville Res-
ervoir, Reclamation and OPRD arejointly or-
ganizing an extensve publicinvolvement pro-
gram. The god of public involvement is to
reach as many people as possible and to en-
courage active participation by dl interested
dekeholders. Public opinions are very im-
portant in this process, and your input is
needed for us to make meaningful decisons
on a proposed plan. To achieve this god,
the planning process will incorporate a pub-
lic involvement program that includes.

- Newdbriefs (like this one)

- Public mesetingsiworkshops

- an Ad Hoc Work Group

- an RMP/MP website on the Internet

Newsbriefs - The Planning Team will pre-
pare 6 Newbriefs during the project. The
purpose of thisfirst Newsbrief isto introduce
the project, explain the public involvement
program, and identify theinitid list of issues.
Initia input by return mail isalso requestedin
the enclosed Mail-in Response Form.  Fu-

ture Newsbriefswill summarizeresults of the

resourceinventory sudiesand andyses; iden-
tify the full range of issues that the plans will
address; describe the god's, objectives, and
criteriato be used in developing dternatives,

illustrate and describe the dternative courses
of action considered in the RMP; and present
the substance of and rationale behind the pro-
posed course of action and other components
of plan development.

Public Meetings/Workshops- Reclamation
and OPRD will jointly host three public meet-
ings/workshops over the course of the
project, with the first meetings held in both
Prineville and Portland and subsequent mest-
ingsin Prinevilleonly. All of themedtingsare
intended to obtain public input into the plan-
ning process and, as the studies proceed, to
dharethereaults Thefirg meetingsare sched-
uled for March 14 in Prineville, and March
15in Portland. For moreinformation onthe
meseting timesand locations, seethelast page
of this Newsbrief. The gods of the first set
of meetings are to: (1) introduce the com-
bined RMP Update/Park Master Plan pro-
Ccess, (2) identify issues to be addressed by
the plans, (3) obtain public input regarding
AdHocWork Group representation, and (4)
obtain scoping input for the EA being pre-
pared on the RMP.

Thesacond public meeting (tentatively sched-
uled for late November 2001) will focus on
describing and obtaining commentary on a
range of dternatives being devel oped as part
of the planning process. The third and find
public mesting will focus on the preferred d-
ternative and Draft EA. Commentsreceived
a that meeting will be used to findize the EA
and RMP/MP. More information about fu-
ture meetings will be included in future
Newsbriefs.

Ad Hoc Work Group - Reclamation and
OPRD areinviting the participation of repre-
sentative stakeholders by organizing an Ad
Hoc Work Group to provide vauable input
into the planning process. ThisWork Group
will include representatives from key interest
groups, jurisdictions, and agencieswithasg-
nificant interest in the future management and
use of the reservoir. The Work Group will
work interactively with the Planning Team

(text continued on page 7)




Mail-In Response Form

2. What recreation activities do you participate in at the reser-
voir? (Please check all boxes that apply) What isyour
If you do not plan on attending the first series of public meet- primary activity? (Please circle letter that applies)
ings, or would like to respond to us in writing, please consider
answering the questions bel ow and mailing back this page of the &  A. Sightseeing
Newsbrief. We appreciate your cooperation and look forward to &  B. Fishingfrom boat
hearing from you. £  C. Fishingfrom shore
&  D. Biggamehunting
1 Doyou: (Please check all boxes that apply) &5 E Waterfowl hunting
&  F  Swimming/sunbathing
& Reside permanently in the area shown on the map & G Po_\/\{er bogtl ng/ vv_aterskl ng
£ Residein Crook Count & H. salingwindsurfing
y & 1. Canoeing/kayaking
&  Reside elsewhere but within a 2.5-hour drive of & J. Camping - tent
Prineville Reservoir & K. Camping-RV
& Haveasecond home near Prineville Reservoir & L. Picnicking
£  Reside morethan a2.5-hour drive from Prineville & M. H.or.seback riding
Reservair & N. Hiking
&  O. Bicycling
& P Motorbikeriding
& Q. Off-road vehicle use
& R, Winter use (indicate activity)
&5 S, Other (please specify)
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Why do you enjoy living in/visiting the Prineville Reservoir
area? (please check all boxes that apply)

Have friends and relativesin the area
Recreation opportunities

Scenery

Fish and wildlife

Undeveloped, low-key character
Developed facilities/services
Inexpensive

Other (please specify)

Using the preliminary list of issues shown on page 2 as a
guide, please list theissuesthat are of the greatest concern
to you and number them in order of importance (1 being
most important). If thereare other issuesnot listed that you
feel are important, please include them below.

Please Return by March 5, 2001

6.

Do you plan to attend one of the two first public meetings
scheduled for March 14 and 15, 2001?

&5 yes £ Nno

If yes, which one? Prineville (Mar. 14) __ Portland (Mar. 15)

7.

Do you want to remain on the mailing list to receive subse-
guent Newsbriefs for this project? (In either case, please
provide your name and address)

& yes £ no

Isthere anyone el se you know who would like to be on the
mailing list? In addition, please let us know if your name or
address needsto be updated or corrected.

I's there an agency, specific organization, or group of indi-
vidualsyou feel should berepresented onthe Ad Hoc Work
Group described on page 4 of the Newsbrief?

Question responses and | etters should be mailed to Vicki Kellerman,
Reclamation’ s project manager, at the address shown below. This
page should be folded in thirds and taped closed. Be sure
Reclamation’s address is on the outside. Thank you for time and
inter est!

Place
Stamp
Here

U.S. Bureau of Reclamation

PN Regiona Office

Attn: Vicki Kellerman PN-3906
1150 North Curtis Road, Suite 100
Boise, ID 83706-1234
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Public

I nvolvement
Program
(continued)

over thecourse of theproject, asssting in pro-
vidinginput to defineissues, developing god's
and objectives, assessing dternatives, policy
and plan options, and the proposed plans.

TheWork Groupwill beformedinearly 2001.
Reclamation will hold the firs Work Group
meseting in April 2001, with Sx more mest-
ingsscheduled over the course of the project.
A prdiminary lig of potentid Work Group
membersis provided below.

* Ochoco and North Unit Irrigation Digtricts

* Crook and Deschutes Counties

» Citiesof Prineville and Bend

» Warm Springs Tribe

» State agencies (e.g., ODFW, OPRD,

ODQT, Oregon State Marine Board)

Federd agencies (eg., BLM, USFWYS)

Prineville Reservoir Resort concessionaire

Homeowners Association

Cattlemen’s Association

Watershed Councils

Prineville Chamber of Commerce

Recreation groups (e.g., Friends of

Robert’ s Bay, ORV group, boating group,

water ski groups, Good Sam club, hunting

interests, Trout Unlimited)

* Environmentd groups(eg., American Riv-
ers, Sierra Club, Audubon Society)

If you would like to provide input regarding
the range of interests to be included in the
Work Group or have a specific suggestion
regarding interest groups, the attached Mail-
In Response Form provides a place for this.

U.S. Bureau of Reclamation Website- To
increase public access to information about
the update to the Prineville Reservoir RMP/
MP, Reclamation has designed an RMP
webgite, accessbleviathe Internet. Electronic
mail (e-mail) and the World Wide Web
(WWW) are preferred methods of commu-
nication for many public agencies, interest
groups, businesses, and a growing percent-
ageof thegenerd public. Information posted
on the webgitewill indude meeting announce-
ments, project information, and feedback
mechanisms to receive public input (such as
an eectronic verson of the response form
contained in this Newsbrief). The RMP/MP
Update website will be operational by mid
March 2001 and can be accessed at that time
through Redamation’ smain webgtea thefol-
lowing address. www.pn.usbr.gov.
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The Planning Team

Preparing the RMP and Master Plan will in-
volve an interdisciplinary planning team of
outdoor recregtion planners, natural resource
specidigts, biologists, landscape architects,
and public outreach specidists. Reclamation
and OPRD will jointly conduct the planning
process. Reclamation has contracted with

EDAW, Inc., a planning firm with previous
experience on resource management plans,
to provide support in preparing the RMP/IMP
and EA. EDAW will be asssted by John
Petrovsky Associateswho will lead the pub-
lic involvement program.

Mar ch 14, 2001

Crook County Fairgrounds
Cary Foster Hall

590 SE Lynn Blvd
Prineville, OR 97754
7:00P.M.1t09:00 P.M.

To “kick off” the project and introduce what’ s needed to update the RMP and develop the Master
Plan, Reclamation and OPRD are holding the following two public meetings/workshops:

March 15, 2001
Hilton Portland

921 SW 6th Avenue
Portland, OR 97204
7:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M.

PUBLIC
MEETING/ These locations were selected in part because of the facilities' accessibility to people with
disabilities. Interested persons needing special services should contact Connie Wensman, PN
WORKSHOP Region Accessibility Coordinator at (208) 378-5317 at least 10 days before the scheduled meeting
TDD #1-800-377-3529.
e U.S. Bureau of Reclamation
L = > PN Regiona Office

S ewae Attn: Vicki Kellerman PN-3906
1150 North Curtis Road, Suite 100
Boise, ID 837061234



